MAN AND THE BATTLE OF LIFE

right and justice in the world. For all these ideas, the
social and practical, the moral and the chivalrous enter
into the Indian conception of the K-shatriya, the man
who is a warrior and ruler by function and a knight
and king in his nature. Although the more general
and universal ideas of the Gita are those which are the
most important to us, we ought not to leave out of
consideration altogether the colouring and trend they
take from the peculiar Indian culture and social system
in the midst of which they arose.  That system
differed from the modern in its conception. To the
modern mind man is a thinker, worker or producer
and a fighter all in one, and the tendency of the social
system is to lump all these activities and to demand
from each individual his contribution to the intellec-
tual, economical and military life and needs of the com-
munity without paying any heed to the demands of
his individual nature and temperament. The ancient
Indian civilisation laid peculiar stress on the individual
nature, tendency, temperament and sought to deter-
mine by it the ethical type, function and place in the
society. Nor did it consider man primarily as a social
being or the fullness of his social existence as the
highest ideal, but rather as a spiritual being in process
of formation and development and his social life, eth-
ical law, play of temperament and exercise of function
as means and stages of spiritual formation. Thought
and knowledge, war and government, production and
distribution, labour and service were carefully differen-
tiated functions of society, each assigned to those who
were naturally called to it and providing the right
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